
When Close Encounters 
Are Too Close For Comfort 

IN STEVEN SPIELBERG'S film, Close Encounters Of 
The Third Kind, a selected group of people come face 
to faee with alien beings. 

The title of the film was, In fact, taken from a catalogue 
system de¥ised by the bte Dr J. AJien Hynek. A Close 
Encountet' Of The Th1rd Ktnd (CE3} defines a sighting of a 
UFO at close quarters with the addition of " animated 
creaturn." 

Such slghtlngs tal< us ln10 tho 
moat bizarre and controversial 
aroe of the UFO experience. 

Whllo many P'lOPfc aro prepared 
to accept that, occasion lly, 
someone may see an 8lrcm1t of 
unknown deSign and ongm, they 

, at the thought of cncountors 
wtth humanoid beings. 

Unless, of COUBe, 1t hap-
pened to them • •• 

Sinister 
When canteen assistant, Mary 

Kent, set out for her daughtOf's 
house, Uttlo could sho imag!nO what 

w ted hcf along the route. 
The Lnncashlre council cstato 

whfn she lived In Isolated 
vaflcy sorvk:ed by a single narrow 
road. 

Onco surrounded by huge of 
coal slag, the estate lbcn fltcd 
w h n the NCB initiated a pro· 
gmmrnc of land redamation In the 

arty Seventies. This lnclud d 
puttJng down top soli, then &COding 
the area With grasa, tr nd 
bushes. 

One cuch hill, ovcrfooklng the 
road, was to play a smmer role In 
May ol1~76. 

Mrs K n1 rose oarfy. dressed, 
then ptepar8d hof things for wOO;. 
Whll 00J0Y1t19 a cigar ttc and cup 
of t she remembered prornlstng 
to drop a new pack of tights 
oround to her daughter's. who 
lived on tho cstat • As It onty 
6., 5 ;un., she deCided there 
liJOO before she was duo for wen. 

It was a bright, sunny morning, 
quiet and pleasant she walked 
along the road at tho edge of the 
estate. Sho stopped abruptly. There 
w someone &taring mtonsetv at 
her from just below the bl'ow of the 
hiD. 

He was w ng ,a one-pi , 
suit wtth a cloak tied at tho 

neck. and raised. pointed lapels. On 
his head sat cono-shapod hat. 
and boot . tops . were jus1 vlstblo 
above the height of the gross. 

Tho figuro stared down a1 tho 
mldd aged woman, mosmcrlslng 
her on the deserted roadway. Then 
something tore her attontton 
oway. To tho rlgtrt of the •man,• 
and behind hlm, stood large, 
aitver, spherical object which cast a 
bright light down the • 
~ Kent turned and hurried off 

to deliver the tights. 

Frightened 
I askod If she had notified her 

daughter about the Incident. 
''I don't understand why, but I 

said nothing. P rhnps I was 
frightened, or thought wouldn't 
bellf~Ye mo. Anyway, I kept It to 
mysetf." 

This is a common reaction wtth 
witnesses. Thoy 8f 150 baffled and 
sometimes afrnkl, th y keep it 
Inside until tho)' can wtth It 
more openly. 

On her return, tho f.gurc was still 
there. Mary was so conccmcd she 
took a dilleron1 rout back to her 
house. 


